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Amendments t o the Claims 
This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listing, of claims in the 
application: 

Ustine of Claims! 

1.-19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath havjpg a pro?t)mal fegion, m 
intermediate repion. and a distal ooTtion. the sheath comprising: 

an elongated choath having a proximal region, an intomicdiato rogion, and a di stal 
peftiesi 

an ^ mVplic protection filter havinp ; expanded a^iH <v>ntfacted states'. 

Ac proximal region having a proximal end and a distal end; 

the intermediate region extending distaUy from the proximal region, the 
intermediate region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate region to a distal end thereof, and 

the distal portion comprising a single wall and extending distally from the 
intermediate region, the distal portion including a proximal end having an outer 
dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the intermediate 

region,! 

wkomB the distal portion tflperine distally tepess in wall thickness along at least a 
portion of its loigth; 
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^h p distal portion defining a lumen, the lumen shaped and confipilFBd t9 thg 
fjlter in itis con tracted state, tn he placed within the lumen. 

21. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 20, wherein the 
proximal region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

22. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 20, wherein the 
distally tapering wall thickness is formed by distally decreasing the outside dimension of 
the delivery sheath. 

23. -25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath hayji^g a proximal yggion, ^ 
intermediate rftpion. and a d istal portion, t^ig ^heath comprising: 

a>HUongatcd shoath having a proicimol rogion, on intoimodiatc roflion, and o diotal 


RinhQlic protectio ti filter havinq expanded and contracted States; 

the proximal region having a proximal end and a distal ead; 

the intermediate region extending distally from the proximal region, the 
intennediate region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate region to a distal end thereof, and 

the distal portion nnn^nrising a single wall and extending distally from the 
intermediate region and including a distally tapering distal region having a distally 
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decreasing wall thickness, the distal portion including a proximal end having an outer 
dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the intermediate 
region, the distal portion further having a distal region tapering to an outer dimension that 
is less than the outer dimension of the proximal end of Ae distal portion; 

th. rikrai pni ^on defmig r a lumen, the lumen shaped and configured tp allow the 
filter, in its contracted sta te, to be placed within the lumen. 

27. (Previously Presented) The delivoy sheath of claim 26, wherein the 
proximal region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

28. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 26, wherein the 
distaUy decreasing wall thickness is formed by distally decreasing the outside dimension 
of the delivery sheath. 

29. -31. (Cancelled) 

32. (Currently Amended) A delivery sheath }navin^ a proximal region, an 
intermediate region, and a distal portion, thesheatii comprising: 

on elongated ohonth hoving a proximal rogioni mi iu t ormgdiato region, and o distal 

pOFtiORt 

flfi embolic protection filter hay ipf expanded f "fj tr-ftrttraeteid states: 
the proximal region having a proximal end and a distal end; 
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ihe intennediate region extending distally from the proximal region, the 
intermediate region incieasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate region to a distal end thereof, and 

the distal portion r^>n pW.i«<x a single wall and extending distaUy from the 
intermediate region and including a distally tapering distal region having a distally 
decreasing wall thickness, the distal portion including a flared proximal end having an 
outer dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the 
interaiediate region, the distal portion tapering to an outer dimension that is less than the 
outer dimension of the proximal end of the distal portion»t 

whefeift-the distally decreasing wall thickness being formed by decreasing the 
outside dimension of the delivery sheathiand 

^hf: nortion H^fining a lumen, thft lumen shaped nnd ronfipured to allo^^ the 
fiitPf, ite contracted state, to be plf ^-^-^ within the lumen. 

33. (Previously Presented) The delivery sheath of claim 32, wherera the 
proximal region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

34. -36. (Cancelled) 

37. (CurrenUy Amended) A delivery sheath having a S^aft re^ion. an 

jntftrmediate shaft region, and a H i>:tal shaft portion, the sh^ comprising: 

on olonggtcd oboath having a protima l shaft rogion, an int uii n c diate ohnft rPC' " »T 
and a distal ahoft portion} 
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an embolic protection filtgr having ex panded and cpntracted states: 

Jhs ai>toxiinal shaft region having a proximal end and a distal end; 

the fift-inteimediate shaft region extending distally ftom tbfe proximal shaft region, 
the intennediate shaft region increasing in outer dimension from a proximal end of the 
intermediate shaft region to a distal end thu'eof; and 

^ ftHjistal shaft portion rnmprismg a s ingle waU and extending distally from the 
intermediate shaft region, the distal shaft portion including a proximal end having an 
outer dimension that is greater than the outer dimension of the distal end of the 

intennediate shaft region j 

'Nbsmn the distal shaft portion taoering distally tapefs in wall thickness along at 

least a portion of its length; 

the distal shaft portion defin in.. a lumen, the lumen shape-d and ffonfiRured to 

a ll^w the filter, in its contracted state, to be t)lacftd within the lumCff. 

I 

38. (Previously Presented) The deliveiy sheath of claim 37, wherein the 
proximal shaft region of the delivery sheath has a constant outer dimension. 

39. (Previously Presented) Hie delivery sheath of claim 37, wherein the 
distally tapering wall thickness is formed by distally decreasing the outside dimension of 
the deliveiy sheath. 

40. - 42. (Cancelled) 
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